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APRIL BULLETIN WANTED. 





The Iowa Library Commission Bulletin, No. 
2, for April, 1901, is out of print. Those 
having a copy of this number which they do 
not need, will confer a great favor by sending 
it to the secretary of the Commission. 


ITEMS FROM LIBRARIANS. 





Are you interested in knowing of library 
progress in Iowa? If so, codperate with us in 
collecting all items of library news in your 
vicinity and sending to the BULLETIN. What 
new plans has your library in view? What 
has been the most encouraging feature of your 
work the past year? Have you been trying 
experiments that have been successful and if 
so tell us about them? Have you had gifts of 
money or books? Are you to have a new 
building? Do you have a lecture course or 
university extension work in connection with 
your library? Have you coéperated #®uccess- 
fully with the schools? In brief, what are 
you doing that is worth while? Let us know 
about it. 
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USE AND VALUE OF PICTURES IN THE 
LIBRARY. 


By Harriet A. Wood, 
State University, lowa City, Iowa. 

This is a day of illustration. Never before 
were pictures used in such profusion and 
variety for every conceivable purpose. The 
business man advertises his wares by means 
of the striking though inartistic poster ; the 
railroads issue elaborate folders giving charm- 
ing views of the scenery through which their 
lines pass; while the number of illustrated 
weekly and monthly magazines is quite 
appalling. Librarians have not been slow in 
observing this tendency toward the pictorial 
and as a result much attention has been given 


| recently to the use of picture bulletins and 


exhibitions as a means of attracting readers 
to books and to the library. 

Actual experience in the matter, as well as 
the testimony of others, has convinced me that 
this one of the most pleasing and helpful 
methods of library advertising. An interest- 
ing picture bulletin may induce the aimless 
reader, who wanders into the library without 
the faintest idea of what he wants, to undertake 
a definite line of profitable work. The person 
who has hitherto supposed that the public 
library consisted of fiction with only afew other 
rather stupid books, chiefly dictionaries, may 
suddenly discover that he has use for the other 
side of his card. If a library is kept out of 
sight and nothing is done to make the books 
accessible and to suggest what is best, the 
public cannot be expected to take more than 
a passing interest in the institution. 

Some librarians seem to feel that it is their 
duty to do all in their power to prevent people 
from reading novels and they seize upon the 
picture bulletin as a means to this end. Why 
should we discourage the reading of fiction? 
It is ‘a great blessing to thousands of tired 























workers and helps to brighten many dull lives. 
Many epoch-making books of the past have 
been fiction and a majority of the really 
desirable children’s books belong to this class. 
The picture bulletin should suggest the best 
in fiction as well as in other more serious 
lines. If the bulletin work is planned by one 
who has studied her community and under- 
stands their interests and needs, people will 
find that books classed in biography, travel 
and history are fully as fascinating as those in 
fiction, and more books and better books will 
be read. No one can plan a set program to 
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| with a select list of books and magazine arti- 


be followed by all libraries, but it is possible | 


to suggest a few of the many subjects upon 
which bulletins may be prepared. In the 
first place there are the regular holidays such 
as Christmas, Easter, Fourth of July and 
Thanksgiving. Bulletins upon these occasions 
appeal to a very large proportion of the com- 


cles. If the books are put in a prominent 
place, people can help themselves convenient- 
ly. It is unwise, especially in a small library, 
to attempt more than one bulletin at a time. 
Miscellaneous scraps on the bulletin board 
and the walls of the library give the room an 
untidy appearance and confuse more than 
they help. The pictures should be artistic 
and represent the subject accurately. Repro- 
ductions giving wrong impressions in regard 
to the size and coloring of animals and flow- 
ers should be avoided. 

The two prime requisites for making bulle- 
tins are ingenuity and good taste. If a 
librarian has these qualities she can prepare 
many a tempting bait for her readers at 


small expense. Finely illustrated books may 


be displayed instead of regular bulletins, if 


| the library is fortunate enough to possess 


munity and, if the lists are once prepared, | 
they can be easily kept up-to-date and the | 
| guides and illustrated catalogues such as the one 


same material worked over each year. 


Biography is a most fruitful field for the | 


maker of picture bulletins and we have found 
the ‘‘birthdays’’ one of the most popular 
features of our work. Each month we make 
a selection of the famous people whose birth- 
days we intend to celebrate and the school 
children especially watch for them most 
eagerly. Inthespring the coming of the flowers 


and birds demands our attention. Topics of | 
the day and events of local interest must not | 
be passed by, while bulletins upon the leading | 


industries of the town are always highly 
appreciated. Often a bulletin may be made 
calling attention to a single book. Pub- 
lishers’ circulars nowadays are really works 
of art and may be utilized in this way. The 
advertisements of Ernest Seton-Thompson’s 
books are most fascinating, and accompanied 
by asynopsis of the stories delight the children. 
In June an exhibit of the’prominent college 
base ball teams and boat crews will receive a 
hearty welcome from the boys. It is well for 
the little ones to know the faces and feel the 
personality of those who have written books 
for them, and much enthusiasm may be 
aroused by an author-guessing contest. Elab- 
orate bulletins that require much time and 
labor in preparing do not seem advisable 
whether the library be large or small. The simp- 
lest poster or a map is often most effective. 
The pictures should always be accompanied 


them. A good working collection of pictures 
may be obtained from old magazines, tourist 


issued by the Ladies’ Home Journal. Various 
publishing houses make a specialty of furnish- 
ing copies of good pictures at a very low price. 
The Elson prints and Harper’s Black and 
White are especially satisfactory. 

The pictures can be cut out and mounted on 
cardboard, gray and dark brown are good 
colors, and so much of the text preserved as 
may be needed for purposes of explanation. 
These may be classified and catalogued just 
like books and placed in pamphlet boxes or 
they may be filed in manila envelopes 
arranged by subjects. The reading lists may 
be typewritten or printed in white or black 
ink or in bright colors forthe children. Pupils 
from the high schools will often be glad to help 
in cutting and mounting, and the women’s 
clubs may be willing to present to the library 


| pictures that they can use in their work. 


Too much emphasis cannot be laid upon 
having a few good permanent pictures upon 
the walls of the library. The appearance of 
our library has been greatly improved within 
the past few months by hanging on the stair- 
ways some portraits and other pictures that 
have been used in connection with the read- 
ing lists. Beneath each picture is a small 
passe-partout frame containing a brief 
selected list of books and directing the reader 
to the Reference desk for the fuller bibliog- 
raphy of the subject. 
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Watt’s Sir Galahad is a great favorite with | 


the children and appeals to children of a 
larger growth as well. The wee folks will be 
better pleased with the delineations of child 
life by Boutet de Monvel, and Randolph 


Caldecott than with Maud Humphrey’s, of | 


which they soon tire. Guido Reni’s Aurora 
and the madonnas of Raphael and Murillo 
are most appropriate and inspiring. Flimsy 
decorations that gather dust, or highly colored 
chromos are beneath the dignity of a library. 
We cannot all have beautiful mural paintings 


like those of Abbey and Sargent in the Boston | 


Public Library, but excellent copies of the 
master-pieces of art may be obtained for a 
mere song. 

Below is a list of the places from which 
good pictures may be obtained at low rates. 

This list is not complete. Only those are 
given that are within the reach of the smaller 
libraries. 

(1) Art Study Pictures, 

935 Fine Arts Bld’g, 
203-7 Michigan Ave., 
Chicago. 

This is a semi-monthly publication consist- 
ing of 10 reproductions from famous works. 
‘Price, $2.40 per year in portfolios of 10 pic- 
tures each. Ten cents per single number. 
Some have one artist, others the artists of one 
country. 

(2) The Audubon Publishing Co., Chi- 
cago, issues a set of 24 plates of trees at 
$1.00 or 8 for 40 cents. Plates are 9x12 
inches and show tree, bark and leaf. 

(3) Geo. P. Brown & Co., Beverly, Mass., 
publish pictures similar to the Perry pictures. 
Price, one cent each or 120 for $1.00. 

(4) Century Co., New York City. The 
Century Gallery of Portraits is of value for 
birthday bulletins. 

(5) Thomas Cook & Sons, 

261 Broadway, N. Y. 
Views of foreign countries. 
(6) Detroit Photography Co., 
Detroit, Mich. 

Very good colored pictures. 

(7) Helman, Taylor Art Co., 
257 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 

Harper’s Black and White prints selected 
from masterpieces of art. Price, 35 cents 
each or 6 for $2.00. 

(8) C. I. Hood, Lowell, Mass., issues 
reproductions. Price 15 cents up to $12.00 





+10 cents, 











100,000 separate subjects from 
all the great masters. 
Hood’s photos of the world come in sets: 


and $15.00. 


1 set 10 plates, 10 cents in stamps. 
3e03 3D A I ae = 
10 se 100 se 60 “c ce se 
(9) Houghton, Mifflin Co., 


Boston. 

Portraits of authors and pictures of their 
homes are sold only in sets of 10, 10 pictures 
100 pictures, $1.00. Size, 7.5x 
4.75 inches. 

(10) E. L. Kellogg & Co., 

61 East 9th St., N. Y. 

A monthly series of plates of animals. Size, 
10.5x12 inches. Price, $1.50 per year, single 
number, $.15. 

(11) Nature Study Pub. Co., 

203 Michigan Ave., Chicago. 

Colored photos of birds, animals, minerals, 
insects and plants issued as supplement to 
** Birds and all nature.’’ Price, 3 cents singly 
or 2 cents by the hundred. 

(12) Neihle Schoolroom Decorating Co., 

Schiller Bld’g, Chicago. 

Sheridan prints, one cent each. 

(13) Prang Educational Co., 

203 Michigan Ave., Chicago. 

Reproductions of famous works of art, 
Very good and inexpensive. 

(14) Perry Picture Co., 

Malden, Mass.: 

Reproduction of famous pictures and noted 
persons and places. Price, one cent each if 
purchased in lots of 25 or more. 

Elson prints in portfolios of 3 for $.30 or 
10 for $1.00. 

(15) Earl Thompson & Co., 

Syracuse, N. Y. 

Blue prints, 1 cent each. 

(16) Wyckoff, Seamans & Benedict, 

432 Broadway, ; 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

Pictures of battleships. 

(17) The Youth’s Companion, Boston, 
has a regular library set of about 30 examples 
of various American illustrators which starts 
from office and travels from library to library. 
It has also 400 amateur photographs selected 
from photographic exhibits; also educa- 
tional set, 16 pictures arranged for schools and 
drawing classes, containing examplesof penand 
ink drawings, etc. Drawings and photographs 
are loaned for two weeks, educational set for 























10 days. All dates are arranged by correspon- 
dence. Only requirements are that exhibition 


schools and promptly returned, express pre- 
paid. 
(18) Masters in Art. 
Issued monthly at $1.00 per year 
by Bates & Guild Co., 
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Miss Esther Crawford, assistant librarian of 


_ Hatch Library, Western Reserve University, 
shall be announced through local press and | Cleveland, Ohio, formerly chief cataloguer of 


| 
| 
| 


the Dayton (O.) Public Library, was head in- 
structor, and Miss Minnie C. Bridgman, assis- 
tant librarian of the University of Cincinnati, 
was the assistant instructor and reviser. On 


| account of the illness of the University libra- 


15 Exchange St., Boston. | 
Each number constitutes a monograph on a | 


famous pictures. 


UNIVERSITY OF IOWA SUMMER LI- 
BRARY SCHOOL. 





The Iowa Summer School for Library Train- 
ing held its first session at lowa City, June 17 


rian, Mrs. Bertha G. Ridgway, who was to 
have given the instruction in government pub- 


single artist, with reproductions of his most | lications, Miss Sarah Ambler, of Mt. Pleasant, 


| Iowa, was secured for this work. 


The director of the school gave the lectures 


| on reference work, accompanied by practice 
| work in the use of reference books, and also 


to July 27,1901, as a department of the sum- | 


mer session of the State University, under the 
auspices of the lowa Library Commission. 
The limit of twenty-five pupils was set as 
the number that could be accepted on account 
of the fact that prompt revision of all tech- 


nical work was considered a requisite in such | 
a course. Only those were accepted who | 
were already engaged in library work or had | 
a definite position in view, except in two | 


cases where positions were not desired. The 


purpose of the school was primarily to benefit | 


Iowa librarians already in the work. This 


gave the general lectures on book selection 
and buying, library commissions, library or- 
ganization, the end and means in library work 
the librarian who reads, and minor subjects. 

The head instructor gave daily lectures on 
cataloging and classification, each lecture 
being followed by two hours practice work. 
She also gave lectures accompanied by prac- 
tice work on library handwriting, note taking, 
alphabeting, book numbers, loan systems, 
serials, etc. 

The assistant instructor revised the practice 
work on the above subjects daily, so that the 
class had their corrections back in time to 
avoid repeating their errors. She also gave 


| instruction in the following subjects : Mechan- 


limit was reached by the opening day, but on | 


account of sickness and other reasons only 
twenty-two took the entire course. 

Following is a list of the students: 

Mrs. Florence G. Anders, Iowa Falls, P. L.; 


ical preparation of books, reading lists, bind- 
ing, accession, shelf list, statistics and reports, 


| picture bulletins. 


During the course, lectures were given on 


| various subjects by those especially informed. 


Evelyn J. Ashby, Cedar Rapids, P. L.; Alice | 


W. Bibbs, Boone, P. L.; Mrs. Lottie V. Bry- 
ant, Corning, P. L.; Lucretia D. Clapp, Bur- 
lington, P. L.; Elizabeth B. Doren, Dayton, O.; 
Clara E. Estabrook, Eldora, P. L.; Margaret 


Gay, Chariton, P. L.; Pearl A. Gordon, Hamil- | 
| Schools’’ and ‘‘Book Repairing.’’ Miss Mc- 


ton, Ill.; Grace Hurlbut, York, Neb., P. L.; 
Adelaide C. Lloyd, Iowa City, P. L.; Daisy I. 
Lutz, Cedar Rapids, P. L.; Ella M. McLoney, 
Des Moines, P. L.; Mrs. Emma L. Mahin, 
Muscatine, P. L.; Olivette B. Parker, Burling- 
ton; Cora H. K. Pittman, Keokuk; Emma J. 


>——— 


President MacLean delighted the class June 
19th by an inspiring and informing lecture on 
the ‘‘Librarian as an Educator.’’ June 26th 
and 27th Miss McCrory, librarian of the Cedar 
Rapids library, gave three lectures on ‘‘Child- 
ren’s Work,’’ ‘‘Library Instruction in Graded 


Crory’s visit was an inspiration to the class, 
and her up-to-date methods, tested by exper- 
ience in her own library, gave the class a 


| glimpse of what enthusiasm and training may 


Schmidt, Burlington, P. L.; Olive E. Stevens, | 


Ames (Iowa State College L.); Grace E. 
Switzer, lowa City, P. L.; Fannie F. Tipple, 
Glenwood, P. L.; Mrs. Linna Ullrich, Center- 


ville, P. L.; Mabel A. Wayne, Decatur, IIl., | 


P. L. 


accomplish. Mr. J. I. Wyer, Jr., librarian 
of State University of Nebraska, lectured to 
the class July lst and 2d on ‘‘Trade Bibli- 
ography,’’ a subject with which he is thor- 
oughly familiar and in which he gave the class 
a brief survey of a field entirely new to most 
of them. 








; 


July 18th the Iowa Library Commission 
met in Iowa City, and the members of the 
Commission visited the classes and made brief 
talks, expressing their appreciation of the 
favorable conditions of the school made pos- 
sible by the State University. In the evening 
President Brigham gave an address at Close 
Hall to the entire summer session on ‘‘Litera- 
ture, General and Local,’’ which all agreed 
was one of the most pleasing features of the 
course, notwithstanding the intense heat. 


Chicago, visited the school July 24th, and 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


the intense heat, maintained a highly credita- 
ble standard of work. The cordial welcome 
extended the new department by the Univer- 
sity authorities was in all respects helpful and 
inspiring and had much to do with the invit- 
ing atmosphere of the school. 


RAGGED BOOKS. 





Librarians hesitate about incurring the 


expense of rebinding books, not realizing that 
Miss M. E. Ahern, editor of Public Libraries, 


gave two lectures, one on ‘*Those Who Have | 


Made the Library Profession What It Is,’’ and 
another on ‘‘Library Publications.’’ This 
visit was a delightful feature of the clos- 
ing week of the school and the class was 
greatly pleased and benefited. 

During the session Miss McLoney, of the 
Des Moines Public Library, talked on ‘‘ Library 
Associations, National and State,’’ and Miss 
Pittman, of Keokuk, gave a paper on ‘‘Re- 
lations of Public Schools and Public Libraries.’’ 
The fact that both these ladies were members 
of the class added to the interest of the sub- 
jects so well presented. 

Several social features added to the pleas- 
ure of the session: a reception at President 
McLean’s home, an outing at Minnehaha, an 
evening at the lowa City Public Library as 


there is an important side other than the 
expense. What about the demoralizing effect 
of a ragged book in the handsof the boys and 
girls? Seeing the leaves loose and the book 
somewhat disreputable in appearance, they 
add just a little to its already bad appearance 
and their respect for books islessened. ‘‘The 
reader who keeps a new book clean and whole, 


adds to the sum of human happiness and 


guests of the librarian and library board, and | 


an evening gathering at the Dental building 
(school headquarters) being the most notable. 
This last was given by the students in honor 
of Miss Ahern’s visit. 

The policy of the schoo! was to place all the 
work on the ‘‘honor’’ basis, giving the best 
course possible, and relying upon each stu- 
dent’s earnestness to get the most good pos- 
sible out of it. No grade8 were kept, nor was 
there a final examination. On Friday, July 
26th, a final ‘‘test’’ was given, each student 
being required to carry four books through all 
the processes necessary, from the time the 
book is selected until it is ready for issue to 
the public. 

The unprecedented heat of the summer 
makes this session scarcely a fair test, and yet 
on the whole, the first session of the Iowa 
Summer School for Library Training may be 
regarded as eminently successful. Too much 
cannot be said in praise of the students, who 
with earnestness and enthusiasm through 


shows a wholesome respect for the rights and 
pleasure of others.’’ 

Respect for books and a personal interest in 
their care should be impressed upon the boys 
and girls, and to give them dirty, ragged books 
is a direct contradiction of our ‘‘preachments”’ 
to them. Furthermore, it is bad economic 
policy to allow a book to circulate with loose 
ieaves for they will likely be lost and a new 
copy will have to be purchased, which, in most 
cases, will cost considerably more than to 
have promptly rebound the old copy. Often 
a slight pasting of leaves, etc., promptly by 
the librarian will be sufficient. The old adage 
of a ‘‘stitch in time’’ is quite to the point in 
such a case. 


ABRIDGED POOLE. 





The abridged edition of Poole’s Index to 
Periodical Literature is an absolute necessity 
in every public library. 

Thirty-seven of the best known standard 
periodicals are indexed from their beginning 
to 1900, so that all the valuable articles which 
have appeared in these magazines are at once 
made available. 

There is no material of more value to the 
student or club woman than a good magazine 
article on the subject they have in hand, and 
the Index makes this accessible. 

This is published by Houghton, Mifflin & 
Co., at $12 and your bookseller will order one 
for you. Do not delay ordering. 
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IOWA’S PIONEER LIBRARIAN. 


By Johnson Brigham, 


State Librarian of Iowa and President of the Iowa 
Library Commission. 


The death of Theodore 8S. Parvin, July 28, 
1901, removed from active life one who for 
more than sixty years had served the public 
with rare ability and fidelity. In the history 
of Iowa as territory and state no other name 
will be found associated with such a wide 
range of honorable public service. 

Before taking up the story of his life-work 
as librarian, let me simply name the more 
important positions of trust filled by this 
remarkable man. The list, standing alone, is 
an eloquent tribute to his worth and useful- 
ness. At 21, private secretary to Governor 
Lucas; at 22, both private secretary to the 
governor and territorial librarian; at 23, dis- 
trict prosecuting attorney; at 24, secretary of 
the legislative council; at 25, probate judge, 
holding the office three terms; at 29, clerk of 
the United States district court, holding the 
office ten years; at 39, register of the State 
Land Office; at 42, a trustee of the State Uni- 
versity; at 43, a professor of natural science 
in the university; at 52, transferred to the 
chair of history—all the while he was a pro- 
fessor at the university, acting as librarian 
and as curator of the cabinet of natural his- 
tory. From the age of 52, until the time of 
his death, he was grand secretary of the Grand 





Lodge of Iowa Masons, and much of the time | 


grand recorder of the Grand Encampment 
Knights Templar of the United States. From 
the age of 27, until his death, he was librarian 
and curator of the Iowa Masonic Library, of 


which he was the inspiration and founder. All | 


this time, but more especially from his with- 
drawal from politics in 1860, to the date of 
his last illness, he was an indefatigable col- 
lector, as the Masonic Library at Cedar Rapids, 
the museum of the State Historical Society at 
Iowa City and the museum of the lowa His- 
torical Department at Des Moines in many and 
various ways attest. 

But it is of Theodore 8S. Parvin, the libra- 
rian, that I would speak at this time. His 
career revives one’s faith in divine calls to pub- 
lic service. 

















T. 8S. PARVIN. 








he impelled ?—to meet, at the home of a mut- 
ual friend, one Robert Lucas who had just been 
appointed governor of the new territory of 
lowa. He so favorably impressed the gov- 
ernor that he was then and there tendered the 
position of private secretary. He promptly 
accepted the offer as a call to service, and in 
the year 1838, at the age of 21, entered upon 
his Iowa career. 

A graduate of Woodward College and of the 
Cincinnati Law School, young Parvin was in 
all probability the best educated and best read 
man at the territorial capital. Through his 
influence Governor Lucas recommended a con- 
gressional appropriation of five thousand dol- 
lars—a princely sum in those days—for the 


| founding of a territorial library. The appro- 


priation passed, and nothing was more natural 
than that the bookish young secretary of Gov- 
ernor Lucas should have been made territorial 
librarian. Armed with a letter of credit for 


_ five thousand dollars he made the then long 


It is related that while in Cincin- | 


nati, purchasing law books with a view to the | 


practice of law in Ohio, he chanced—or was 


journey to Cincinnati and there by his careful 
selections proceeded to lay broad and deep the 
literary foundations of the State Library of 
Iowa. 

Before me lies a 16-mo pamphlet, browned 
with age, the title page of which, bearing the 
autograph ‘‘T. 8S Parvin,’’ is as follows: 
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CATALOGUE , 


OF THE 
IOWA TERRITORIAL LIBRARY, 


1845. 


Iowa CITy. 


Printed by A. P. Wood. 
1M45. 











On an accompanying sheet is written the 
following note of explanation : 

‘* The catalogue on the opposite page is the 
second catalogue and was made by Morgan 
Rowe, the third librarian [of Iowa]. His 
predecessors being Charles Weston, who suc- 
ceeded T. S. Parvin, the first librarian—who 
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made the first catalogue, in 1839, printed by 
J. E. Edwards at the Hawkeye office, Bur- 
lington. The classification in this follows that 
of the first exactly. T. S. PARVIN. 

** February 13, 1900.’’ 
_ This catalogue, relic of an unrecorded past, 
had long been in the State Library, and it was 
at my request that the Nestor of lowa 
librarians—then 83 years old, but in full pos- 
session of his mental faculties, thus modestly 
recorded his undisputed claim as a pioneer of 
modern methods of classifying and cataloging, 

The classification of the first catalogue 


printed in Iowa, issued sixty-two years ago, | 


and the second which is like unto the first, 
will interest librarians. It was as follows: 


Biography 

Education 

History 

Jurisprudence 

English 
United States 
State 

§ United States 
. State 
Medicine 
Miscellaneous 
Periodicals 

Political, etc. 

Poetry 

Science, etc. 
Theological 

Voyages and Travels 
Maps 


Reports 


Law 





Most of the volumes accessioned by Mr. 
Parvin in ’38 are still in use in the State Li- 
brary, mute evidences of the wisdom, know!- 
edge and discretion of the first, in fact the 
only, public book-buyer in the territory of 
Iowa. 

A study of these first accessions to our State 


Library, made by Mr. Parvin sixty-three 
years ago, must convince the book-lover that 
the young man who gladly assumed the re- 
sponsibility of founding a library in the wil- 
derness was wise beyond his years, and that 
the money the Twenty-fifth Congress appro- 
priated for books for the new territory was 
remarkably well spent. 

From 1839 to 1860, the most strenuous 
years of his life, his books were chiefly men 
and his activities were mainly confined to the 
office, the court-room and the stump. But 
from 1860 down to the close of his century 
his life was close to books and libraries, and 
his organizing mind went out, with all the 
enthusiasm which moved the soul of the 


_ young book-lover in the Thirties, toward the 


founding and upbuilding of libraries. 
The eminently successful library work done 


| by him in his later years at Iowa City and 
| Cedar Rapids, 


with the resultful pioneer 
labors of his young manhood in Burlington, 
together make a record of usefulness which of 
itself places every citizen of lowa and every 
lowa librarian in his debt. 

I cannot bring myself to close this inadequate 
tribute to my friend without giving the 
younger librarians of Iowa a closer view of 
the man who so bravely pioneered the way 
for us. Following are extracts from a few of 
many highly characteristic letters received by 
me from time to time. The first, written in 
March, 1896, noting with gratification the 
high value I had put upon his reminiscences 
of territorial days, contains this paragraph : 

‘*T have thought at times, and yet perhaps 
without just reason, that I am too much 
wedded to the past, place too much stress 


| upon the men and measures of territorial days, 





and yet I have always felt that they were the 
foundation stones upon which the state fabric 
has been erected, and that very much of what 
we are is the outgrowth of the past; and 
sometimes I am vexed at the credit given 
to individuals of the present day, which 
has been earned by those who are in their 
graves.”’ 














ee 








Further on in the same letter he utters this 
suggestive protest against the indifference of 
the young to the foundations of our state- 
hood : 

‘IT read this morning a most interesting 
criticism, in the [Cedar Rapids] Republican, 
by your successor fMr. Cyrenus Cole], criti- 
cising the subjects selected by the orators for 
the state contest —they were about ‘‘ Metter- 
nich,’’ ‘‘ Dante,’’ and everything else, from 
the infernal regions to this bicycle age, omit- 
ting — as is too often done — Hamlet from the 
play; or, in other words, no reference what- 
ever, in any of the orations, to Iowa, her 
people, her history, or anything of the past 
half-century. Who made Iowa? What are 
the measures that have built it up? What 
are the causes that gave to 
noble standard among intelligent people at the 
present time ? A fruitful field for the intelli- 
gent student, but passed over as did the 
Levite of old by the needy and deserving.’’ 

He concludes with this pathetic expression 
of his inability to fulfill a long-cherished 
dream : 

**T have thought a thousand times I would 
like to give up my present office and engage 
in literary work and write the history of Iowa, 
at least the first quarter of a century of her 
history, but then I could not live without 
earning money and such a history would not 
bring money, at least during the time of its 
preparation, and I would starve.’’ 

In a letter dated July 11, 1898, written in 
response to a request that he write for the 
Midland Monthly a paper on the early history 


“of the Iowa State Library, Mr. Parvin, then 


eighty-one years old, cheerfully consented to 
undertake the task and outlined his plan of 
treatment. He referred to an erroneous 
statement made in a report of one of my 
predecessors, that the first published cata- 
logue of Iowa’s library was in 1872, calling 
my attention to the catalogue of 1845, issued 
eighteen months before the admission of Iowa 
into the Union as a state. He added: 

‘* Nay more, | have what is yet more rare, 
interesting and valuable, the catalogue which 
I prepared in the early spring of 1839, when 
it was published. A comparison with that 
of 1872 reveals some facts not so pleasant or 
creditable to your early predecessors or to the 
territory and state. Many of the volumes 


found in the catalogue of 1839 are not cata- 


56 


| 





logued in that of 1845 or in 1872, showing 
that there were some book-thieves in those 
days as well as in later years.’’ 

In the concluding paragraph of this letter, 
he states that he himself made the first pur- 
chase of books for the library in 1838, and 
that on the following year he planned and 
directed the erection of the library building in 
which the books were afterward placed. It 
stood between Third and Fourth streets on 


| Jefferson street in Burlington, the territorial 


Iowa her | 


capital. 

In 1899, as a member of the program com- 
mittee of the State Library Association, I 
wrote Mr. Parvin, urging him to take a prom- 
inent part in the forthcoming convention in 
Cedar Rapids. This he positively declined to 
do ; but he assured me he purposed to attend 
all the sessions of the association. ‘‘ You and 
the other library workers,’’ he adds, ‘‘ may 
rest assured that my heart is with you in the 
work, and you may rely upon the fact that I 
will lend you every possible assistance.’’ 

He then pointed with just pride to the 
record of his later years, long after his first 
great service to Iowa as founder of the 
State library. He says, and no one can 
question his statement: ‘‘I claim no little 
share of the credit for having assisted in the 
organization of our State Library Association 
and more especially the enactment of the 
present library law, which was from my own 
suggestion and largely upon my own labors.’’ 

Then follows a reflection not uncommon to 
old age because founded upon conditions from 
which there is no escape. The workers of 
yesterday stand aside for the workers of today. 
The work goes on, but neither the graver’s nor 
the printer’s art can wholly rescue yesterday’s 
workers from today’s oblivion. I quote: 

‘* However, it is more than probable that 
nearly if not quite all of the present genera- 
tion are entirely ignorant of these facts.’’ 

His mind, ever healthy and therefore opti- 
mistic, turns from the unwelcome thought to 
that brilliant record of achievement with which 
his name and that of his son and worthy suc- 
cessor, Mr. Newton R. Parvin, will ever be 
honorably connected, and in the next sentence 
he exclaims: 

‘*The Iowa Masonic Library is, thank God, 
independent of these considerations and is 
moving on a steady and even pace—onward 
and upward !”’ 








His last letter to me, September 18, 1899, 
goes back to our plan to republish copies of 
his pioneer catalogue as’ part of the archives 
of the state.* On his last visit at the State 
Library in February, 1900, he again reverted 
to this purpose, thus showing his well-grounded 
satisfaction in the early work of his brain and 
hand for the commonwealth he so devotedly 
loved. And I might add that among the 
many thousand visitors at the State Library 
none ever evinced more of personal pride and 
delight in the library’s splended growth and 
present high standing among state libraries 
than the pioneer librarian of Iowa who sixty- 
three years ago laid broad and deep its foun- 
dations. 


*l am happy to be able to state that Curator Ald- 
rich, of the Lowa Historical Department, bas under- 
taken to reprint the catalogue of 183s. 


SUMMER READING FOR CHILDREN: 
AN EXPERIMENT. 





By Marilla Waite Freeman. 
Librarian Michigan City (Ind.) Public Library and 
President Indiana Library Association. 

Mr. Dana’s remarkably suggestive list of 
fifty ‘Things Children Should Know,”’’ a copy 
of which appeared in the last number of the 
BULLETIN of the Iowa Library Commission, 
is, together with the principle which under- 


lies it, one of those things so entirely good and , 


yet apparently so simple as to make us all 
wonder why we had never thought of them 
before. 

Upon first sight of this list last spring it was 
eagerly adopted as a basis for the vacation 
reading to be offered the child patrons of the 
Michigan City library during the semmer. We 
printed it as a small four-page leaflet, the front 
page bearing the inscription: 


‘Once upon a time’’— 





The old Stories about 
These Men and Things. 


Why, everybody knows them! 











At the bottom of the page in small print are 
the words, ‘‘This list belongs to Red 
followed by a line for the child’s name. The 
list is given inside, and upon the last page is 
the note: 











At the Public Library you will find a list 
of all the books in the Library that tell 
about these things. 


A little explanatory talk was given by the 
librarian in each grade school-room in the 
city, and copies of the leaflet given to all the 
children, with the suggestion that as they read 
about the different things during the summer, 
they check them on the list and at the end of 
the summer write a little note to the librarian 
telling her which person or event upon the list 
they had most enjoyed reading about and why. 
Meantime we had prepared at the library a 
list of all the books, parts of books and poems, 
in our library in which the old tales of Mr. 
Dana’s list are attractively told. We arranged 
this in typewritten book form for convenient 
use by the children, a page to each subject, 
an appropriate quotation at the top of each 
page. A sample page is as follows: 


ALEXANDER THE GREAT who conquered all 
the world before he was thirty-three years old. 





“Prince Alexander, l‘hilip’s peerless son, 
Who carried the great war from Macedon 
Into the Soudan’s realm, and thundered on 
To die at thirty-five in Babylon.” 


ApBoTt—History of Alexander the Great. 

BALDWIN —Fifty famous stories retold (Alex- 
ander and Bucephalus). 

BALDWIN—The horse fair (Bucephalus). 

CuuRCH—A young Macedonian in the army 
of Alexander the Great, 

“CREASY — Fifteen decisive 
world (Battle of Arbela). 

*DopGE—Great captains. 

GUERBER — Story of the Greeks. 

HALE—Boy heroes; chap. 3. 

LANG — Animal story book (The war horse 
of Alexander). 

*MAHAFFY—Story of Alexander’s empire. 

WuitTE—Plutarch for boys and girls. 

YonceE—Young folks’ history of Greece. 


battles of the 


POEMS 
Dry DEN—Alexander’s feast; or, The power 
of music. 
In his Poetical works. 
In Open Sesame; vol. 3. 
In Repplier. Book of famous verse. 


*For 8th and 9th grade pupils. 




















It will be seen that some few titles for older | 
_ the list later, as a basis for the story-telling 


pupils were included, but there proved to be 
but little call for any but the simpler books, a 
confirmation of Mr. Dana’s theory that these 
things are taken in by children when young, or 
not at all. Baldwin’s ‘‘Fifty famous stories re- 
told’’ contains more of the stories on the list 
then any other single volume, and several 
copies were kept in constant use. Other spe- 


cially useful books were Baldwin’s old Greek | 


stories, Francillon’s Gods and heroes, Agnes 
8. Cook’s Story of Ulysses, Guerber’s Story of 
the Greeks, Story of the Romans, Story of the 
English, Scudder’s Children’s book, Haw- 
thorne’s Wonder book, Heart of Oak books, 
Abbott’s Histories. 


It was quickly evident that the popular | 
topics on the list were those which had a des- | 
criptive note appended, especially where this | 


note referred to some one dramatic incident. 


Interest ran high in Martin Luther, who | 


threw his ink bottle at the devil; Alfred the 
Great, and how he let the cakes burn; the 
Spartan boy and the wolf. One small girl 
inquired eagerly for ‘‘ something about Pen- 
elope, the one that wove the cloth every day 
and unripped it every night.’’ 

During the first half of the summer, the 
little leaflets were diligently used, and often 


no copies of any books on fhe more popular | 


items of the list could be found on the shelves. 
Later the novelty of the thing wore away 
somewhat, and the list settled down to its 
steady, normal use by those children who 


were permanently interested, and who were | 


getting real value from it. There were enough 
of these to prove the experiment well worth 
while. 

At the present writing, school has been in 
session but a few days, and only a few of the 
children’s reports have come in; of these, 
some give an exhaustive list of books read 
during the summer, with no comment, others 
remark with the usual logic of childhood, 
‘*The story I liked best was the story about 
King Alfred, who let the cakes burn, because 
it was a true story, and I like true stories,’’ 
or, ‘‘I like Aladdin’s Wonderful Lamp the 
best of all the books I have read, because it is 
a fairy tale, and I like fairy tales.’’ 

Of course little can be judged of results 
from such comments as these, but we feel a 
general atmosphere of interest on the part of 


the children which is encouraging. We | 





believe that much more may be done with 


hour at the library, for suggestions to parents 
and teachers who wish something to read to 
the children, and for children who do not 
know what they want for themselves. 

It is to be hoped that Mr. Dana and others 
may enrich the present list with further des- 
criptive notes, that many more ‘‘ Once-upon- 
a-time’’ items may be added to it, as well as 
enough more modern people and things to 
bring it down to our own times. Certainly in 
the idea behind the little list lie infinite possi- 
bilities for the transforming of our efforts 
toward the guiding of children’s reading. 





IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
PROGRAM. 





Twelfth Annual Meeting, October 9 to 11, 1901, 
Burlington, Iowa. 


WEDNESDAY. 
Chairman — Pres. A. P. FLEMING, Des Moines 
2:00 p.M. Addressof welcome - - - 

- - - Mr. Puivip M. Crapo, Burlington 
The President’s address. 
2:30. Library extension: 
State—Mr. JOHNSON BRIGHAM, Des Moines 
County—Mr. J. M. BRAINARD, Boone 
City—Miss ALICE 8S. TYLER, Des Moines 
3:30. The child in his kingdom, the library 
- - MissM.E. Dousman, Milwaukee, Wis. 
General discussion 
4:30. Libraries and schools - - - - - 
- - Miss Emma Forpyce, Cedar Rapids 
Discussion led by 
Miss C. H. K. Pittman, Keokuk 
:15. Value of statistics - - - - - - - 
- - - Capt. W. H. Jounston, Ft. Dodge 
8:00 Pp. M. Reception at the home of Mr. P. 
M. Crapo, President Burlington Library 
Board, in honor of Mr. Herbert Putnam of 
Washington, D. C. 


u 





THURSDAY. 
9:00 a. M. Business meeting. 
Chairman—Dr. W. N. HEATON, Des Moines 
9:30 Housing the books- - - - - - - 
- Mr. JoHn LAWRENCE MAURAN, St. Louis 
Discussion led by 
Mrs. C. D, VANVECHTEN, Cedar Rapids 


— 








10:30 The library an intellectual center: 
The citizen and the library - - - - - 
- Mrs. H. M. Towner, Corning 


Discussion led by 
Hon. G. M. Titus, Muscatine 
Miss HARRIET A. Woop, Iowa City 
Mr. J. T. HACKworTH, Ottumwa 


11:30 a. M. The librarian and the public - 


Discussion led by 
Mr. RoyaL HOLBROOK, Ottumwa 


THURSDAY AFTERNOON 
Outing on the river, by courtesy of the local 
committee 
8:00 Pp. M. Address: The book and the people 
- Mr. HERBERT PvutTNAM, Librarian of 

Congress. 


Informal reception in Library 


FRIDAY. 
9:00 A. M. Business meeting. 


9:30 Round table of practical work: 
Five minute papers and general discussion. 


Chairman—Miss ALICE 8. TYLER, Secretary 
Iowa Library Commission. 


Government documents—Mtss Miriam E. CAREY 
Library hours—Miss PrisciLua PICKRELL 
Charging systems— Miss Mary £. WHEELOCK 
Value of periodicals 
Book selection—Mrs. FLORENCE G. ANDERS 
Picture bulletins—Miss BertHua B. WILSON 
Statistics and reports— - - - - 
Newspapers and Pamphlets - . - 
- Miss CHARLOTTE E. GOETZMAN 


COLLEGE SECTION. 


2:00 rp. M. Machinery of the college library 
- Mrs. Bertua G. Ripeway, State Univer- 
sity, lowa City 
Discussion 
The college student in his library - - - - 
- Mr. M. H. Dovetass, Iowa College, 
Grinnell 
Co-operation between the college libraries of 
the state - - ----+--+--- 
- Miss M. A. CARPENTER, Drake Univer- 
sity, Des Moines 


3:00 Question box. Conducted by Miss M. 


E. AHERN, Editor ‘‘ Public Libra- 
ries,’’ Chicago. 
Organization of a trustees’ section. 


4:00 





Miss ELLA M. McLoney, Des Moines 


PROGRAM COMMITTEE. 
Miss HARRIETTE L. McCrory, Oedar Rapids 
Miss MARGARET W. Brown, Chariton 
Dr. W. N. HEATON, Des Moines 





I. L. A. NOTES. 
Discussions will be limited to five minutes. 


All sessions will begin promptly on the hour 


designated. 


Be sure to register your name and address 
as soon as possible after arrival with Miss 
Margaret W. Brown, registrar, whose desk 


| will be at the library. 


Bring your perplexing questions with you 
for the question box conducted by Miss Ahern. 


_ You will have a prompt and helpful opinion 


from one whose wide observation and experi- 
ence gives weight to her decisions. 


The members and friends of the Association 
will be gratified to know that Mr. Putnam 
expects to reach Burlington in time for the 


| reception at the home of Mr. Crapo on Wed- 





nesday evening. He will be present at the 
meetings on Thursday, his address being on 
that evening. : 

Meetings will be held in the Auditorium of 


| the Burlington Public Library. 


The Wednesday afternoon session will be of 
especial interest to teachers, parents and club 


|; women, 


Should it seem desirable a trustees’ section 
will be organized on Friday afternoon. It is 
especially desired that every library in the 
state be represented by at least one trustee. 

Miss Dousman, the very successful children’s 
librarian of the Milwaukee Public Library, 
will give the paper on children’s work Wed- 
nesday afternoon. 


Do not neglect to remit to the treasurer your 
dues of $1.00 for the current year. 


No subject is of more interest than that of 
library architecture, and Mr. J. L. Mauran, a 
prominent architect of St. Louis, who has 
given much attention to this subject, will pre- 
sent a practical paper Thursday morning. 
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It has proven to be a wise arrangement for 
library trustees to pay the expenses of the 
librarian and at least one trustee to the meet- 
ings of the Iowa Library Association, each 
year. Such an expenditure is returned to a 
library an hundred-fold in higher ideals and 
better methods. 


A rare opportunity is given lowa people to 
hear one of the leaders in the library world, 
Mr. Herbert Putnam, librarian of congress, 
Thursday evening, who will speak on ‘‘The 
Book and the People.’’ 

On Wednesday evening, Mr. Philip M. 
Crapo, president of the Burlington Library 
Board, will open his home to the library visi- 
tors with a reception at 8 o’clock. And on 
Thursday afternoon the trustees and their 
friends have planned for a delightful outing 
on the river. 


Reduced ‘rates will be given on the railroads 
if the attendance reaches one hundred. It is 
hoped that this number may be reached but 
an accurate count cannot be made in advance. 
All are urged to obtain a certificate from the 
local agent when purchasing their tickets and 
if this’ total attendance is reached a return 
fare of one-third will be given. 


An exhibit of library plans and appliances, 
picture bulletins, and book binding will be 
made at the library. 

Friday’s Round-table will be of value to 
inexperienced librarians in making clear some 
of the perplexing minor problems. 

The Hotel Delano has not been able to makeas 
favorable rates as had been hoped; their rates 
being $2.00, $2.50 and $3.00 per day. Where 
two persons occupy one room the rates for 
these same rooms are $1.50, $2.00 and $2.50. 
Rooms at private houses can be secured at very 
reasonable rates and meals at Harper’s restau- 
rant will be 25 cents. A list of desirable 
rooms in private houses can be obtained of 
Miss Miriam E. Carey, the librarian at Bur- 
lington. 


A meeting of the lowa Library Commission 
will be held during the sessions of the Associa- 
tion. All the commissioners, it is hoped, may 
be present. 


BURLINGTON’S WELCOME TO THE 
1, L. A. 


Burlington is waiting with interest for the 
coming annual meeting of the State Library 
Association, October 9th, 10th and llth. She 
is quite ready to receive her guests, and prom- 
ises them a hearty and hospitable welcome. 
Not only in the warmth of greetings to the city 
will she receive her visitors, but with a wealth 
of autumn beauty. For be it understood no 
city in Iowa has a more beautiful natural set- 
ting than this city by the Mississippi. Espe- 
cially in the fall is Burlington in her glory. 
Seated on seven hills, like the ancient city of 
Rome, she looks out across the broad expanse 
of flowing water to the receding lowlands of 
Illinois. There woodland and underbrush, 
cornfield and meadow add their wealth of 
color to one of nature’s masterpieces good to 
look upon. 

Of the city itself, praise is to be bestowed 
upon the bluffs and promontories which grace 
the river front and form many a beauty spot 


| where her citizens have built their homes. In 


the center of these circling hills, again com- 
paring her to Rome, is the business center 
where a prosperous trade goes on, and where 
her people meet in their various vocations. It 
is a busy scene, where stood the cabins of the 
first settlers of the state, now teeming with a 
life of modern industry. Here where the bear 
and Indian once roamed, church spires rise 
and halls of learning and places of amuse- 
ment stand. 

To the southward, reached by the electric 
car lines, is Crapo Park, a beauty spot 
indeed, with an ornamental foliage and shrubs 
and flowerbeds, among which paths and drive- 
ways wind. The river view from this locality 
is among the finest in the city, and along the 
bluff picturesque pathways lead to secluded 
glades and purling streams. The big coliseum 
building in which the state celebrated its half 
century of growth, stands in the park, and 
there are statues, fountains and other orna- 
ments to add to the beauty of the place. 

.In all the state there are no better drives 
than in this city of twenty-three thousand 
souls. Many handsome and elaborate homes 
fringe these avenues, while some of the finest 
business structures in the state compose the 


| down town locality. 
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The pride and glory of Burlington is her 
new free public library, erected several years 


| 


ago. It stands upon the site where lowa’s | 
first brick house was built by Judge David | 


Rorer. 
be especially interested in this fine building 
and will be interested to learn something of 
its history. Its founding was the work of 
several citizens devoted to the interests of the 
place. The nucleus was a collection of books 
donated by Senator Grimes, and chosen at 


The delegates to the convention will | 


his request by Mr. Spofford, then librarian of | 


Not many libraries have had so wise 
The ones chosen by 


Congress. 
a selector of their books. 


Mr. Spufford set the mark, and as a result the | 


Burlington library contains many valuable 


books and documents rarely to be found ina | 


western library. Thus the library has steadily 
grown, always keeping up the standard first set. 


The visiting librarians will doubtless find | 


much to interest them in the well filled stack- 
room. Frequent callers from various portions 
of the state who are searching for some special 
bit of information come to the library and 
express themselves as greatly pleased with 


and surprised at the possibilities for research | 


offered them. 

The library is organized on a strictly modern 
plan, and everything possible is done to en- 
large and improve it. The reference room has 
been carefully equipped and is well stocked 
with standard reference volumes. It is con- 
stantly used by students, and club women, 
especially. A large autograph collection has 
been placed in the library and new names are 
being added to it constantly. 

The directors of the library are, Philip M. 
Crapo, president; Rev. Dr. Wm. Salter, vice- 
president ; John J. Fleming, treasurer; W. W. 
Baldwin, E. Hageman, Dr. Ludwig Holmes, 
W. G. Mercer, Wm. C. McArthur, W. B. 
Southwell; Miss Miriam E. Carey, secretary 
and librarian. 

The Burlington Federation of Women’s clubs 
is to take an active part in the entertainment 
of the city’s guests. 


A general committee con- | 


sists of Mrs. Thomas Wilkinson, president of the | 


city federation, assisted by the presidents of the 


federated clubs as follows: Mrs. Clara Strong, | 


Mrs. Kate Gilbert Wells, Mrs. Higham, Miss 
Lucretia Edwards, Mrs. Clay Waite, Mrs. W. 
D. Gilbert, Mrs. Rollin Cowles, Mrs. E. H. 
Carpenter and Mrs. W. B. Hunt. They have 


appointed the following sub-committees: 


Committee on Decoration.— Mrs. Dalhoff, 
Miss Foster, Mrs. Eggleston, Miss Lyons, Mrs. 
Cooper, Mrs. Huebner, Mrs. Mansfield, Mrs. 
Mudge, Miss Carpenter, Miss Waite, Mrs. 
Strong, Mrs. Buttles. 

Committee to assist at Reception.—Mesdames 
Poor, Wilkinson, Hedge, Eastman, Gilbert, 
Little, Clark and Miss Baldwin. 

Committee to Excursion.— Miss 
Derby, Mrs. Foote, Mrs. Alexander, Mrs. 
Southwell, Mrs. Andre, Mrs. Autrobus, Miss 
Mary Derby. 

The excursion on the river promises to be 
a delightful event. A band will accompany 
tue excursionists and social features will have 
a prominent part. 

The reception given by Mr. Crapo on Wednes- 
day evening will be made doubly interesting 
by the presence of Mr. Putnam who has tele- 
graphed his intention of arriving in Burlington 
Wednesday afternoon. 


assist at 


BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES. 


OCTOBER. 


4. Jean Francois Millet. 
5. William Hamilton Gibson. 
John Addington Symonds. 
6. Jenny Lind. 
8. Edmund Clarence Stedman. 
9. Harriet G. Hosmer. 
10. Fridtjof Nansen. 
12. George Washington Cable. 
Columbus Day. 
Discovery of America. 
18. Helen Hunt Jackson. 
19. Surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown. 
21. Samuel Francis Smith. 
22. Franz Liszt. 
23. Francis Hopkinson Smith. 
25. Thomas Babington Macaulay. 
26. Count Hellmuth von Moltke. 
29. John Keats. 
31. Hallowe’en. 


NOVEMBER. 


2. Marie Antoinette, queen of France. 
3. William Cullen Bryant. 
4. Eugene Field. 
9. Ivan Tourgueneff. 
10. Oliver Goldsmith. 
Friedrich von Schiller. 
11. Thomas Bailey Aldrich. 
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12. Joseph Hopkinson, author of “ Hail 
Columbia.”’ 
13. Robert Louis Stevenson. 
Edwin Booth. 
19. James Abram Garfield. 
22. George Eliot. 
24, Frances Hodgson Burnett. 
28. Thanksgiving day. 
29. Louisa May Alcott. 
Sir Philip Sidney. 
30. Jonathan Swift. 
S. L. Clemens (Mark Twain). 
DECEMBER. 


3. Sir Frederick Leighton. 
4. Thomas Carlyle. 
8. Joel Chandler Harris. 
9. John Milton. 
Gustavus Adolphus, king of Sweden. 
12. John Jay. 
13. Phillips Brooks. 
14. Death of Washington, 1799. 
16. Jane Austen. 
16. Ludwig van Beethoven. 
17. John Greenleaf Whittier. 
21. Forefather’s day. Landing of the Pil- 
grim fathers, 1620. 
24. Matthew Arnold. 
25. Christmas day. 
Sir Isaac Newton. 
30. Rudyard Kipling. 


LIBRARY NEWS OF THE STATE. 





Boone.—The Ericson Public Library which 
Hon. C. J. A. Ericson has erected for his 
home city of Boone, is to be opened with | 
appropriate exercises October 2d. Judge H. 
E. Deemer, of the Supreme Court, will make | 
an address, and Mr. Johnson Brigham, Presi- | 
dent of the Iowa Library Commission, will | 
convey the congratulations of the Commission 
to the Boone Library Board. No more endur- 
ing monument can be erected than a public 
library which stands in a community for the 
development of intelligent citizenship. 

Chariton.— A local historical society has 
been organized in Lucas county and the free 
public library of Chariton, the county seat, is 
actively interested in it. To make the county | 
seat library a center for all historic data is | 
certainly a proper field of library activity and | 
the Chariton library is to be congratulated on 
this new departure. 





Clinton.—The welcome news is announced 
that Clinton is to havea public library building 
through the generosity of Mr. Andrew Car- 
negie, to cost $30,000. This is a timely gift, as 
Clinton has long needed a free public library and 
in order to secure the building the vote in favor 
of the establishment and maintenance of such 
an institution is certainly a foregone conclusion. 

Denison.— The citizens of Denison have 
decided to have a free public library, the ques- 
tion having been voted on recently. A fund 
has been raised for the purchase of books. 

Des Moines.— A children’s room has been 
opened in the Des Moines public library and has 
proved to be one of the most popular features of 


, the library. The crowded condition in their 


present quarters made it necessary to manage 
space carefully in order to make this provision 
but the librarian and library board felt the 
urgency of the need and wisely decided not to 
wait until their occupancy of the new library 
building. 

Holstein.—Again Mr. George W. Schee, of 
Primghar, has shown his interest in school 
libraries by giving $200 to the Holstein public 
schools for a school library on condition that 
the citizens give an equal amount. 

Indianola.—Simpson College, at Indianola, 
is the recipient of a gift of $1,000 from Mrs. 


| Silliman, of Nevada, for the purchase of books 


for a working library. 
Previous to this Mrs. Silliman has shown her 


| generous attitude toward libraries by making 


it possible for Nevada to erect their new library 
building. 

Iowa City.—The library of the State Uni- 
versity has been moved into the west wing of 
the new University building. Miss Harriet A. 
Wood, from the New York State Library 
School, and recently of the Cincinnati public 
library, has accepted the position of head cat- 
aloguer in the University library and began 
her duties with the school year. 

The Iowa City public library now occupies 


_ their large and attractive rooms on the second 


floor of a new building on Burlington street, 
where the people of Iowa City will doubtless 
make more use than ever before of their library. 

Jefferson.—The new free public library at 
Jefferson will soon be open to the public. 
About 1,200 volumes have been purchased, 
which will be catalogued as soon as possible. 
Mrs. Maud Culbertson has been elected libra- 
rian. 
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BY-LAWS SUGGESTED FOR BOARDS 
OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES. 





ARTICLE I. | NAME. 

The name of this library shall be The Free 
Public Library of ; 
ARTICLE II, OFFICERS. 

The officers of the Board shall be a Presi- 
dent, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer, 





ts 


i 


Special meetings shall be called by the 


| President whenever, in his judgment, they 


who shall be elected annually. The President | 


shall perform the duties generally pertaining 
to that office. The Vice-President shall, in 
the absence or disability of the resident, 
perform all the duties of the President. The 
Secretary shall record all proceedings of the 
Board and have custody of all its official 


books, records and accounts, and shall per- | 
form such other duties as the Board may | 


require. The Treasurer’shall receive and have 
charge of all funds belonging to the Library 
other than the city tax, and pay out same 
only on warrant signed by the President and 
Secretary. He shall report at each regular 
meeting of the Board the condition of the 
treasury. 
ARTICLE III. COMMITTEES. 

At the annual meeting of the Board, the 
President shall appoint three standing com- 
mittees of three members each, viz.: Book 
Committee, Finance Committee and Commit- 
tee on Buildings and Grounds. 

The Book Committee shal!, in connection 


may be necessary, or at the request of any 
two trustees, for the transaction only of busi- 
ness stated in the call. 

The annual meeting shall be held on the 
second Monday of July in each year. 

ARTICLE V. QUORUM. 

Five members of the Board shal! constitute 

a quorum for the transaction of business. 


ARTICLE VI. EXPENDITURES. 

All claims against the Board must be pre- 
sented at a meeting of the Board and referred 
to the Finance Committee for investigation 
and approval. 

The President and Secretary shall draw 
orders upon the City Treasurer or Treasurer 
of the Board for the payment of bills 


| approved by the Board. 


with the Librarian, supervise the selection, | 


buying, exchange and binding of books and 
periodicals, and have general supervision of 
the administration of the library and reading 
room. 


The Finance Committee shall have charge | 
of all library finances, shall certify to the cor- | 


rectness of all bills and pay rolls presented to 


gation of and report upon the library fund in 
the hands of the City Treasurer and Treasurer 
of the Board. 

The Committee on Buildings and Grounds 
shall have supervision over all matters per- 
taining to the general care of the buildings 
and grounds. They shal! look after all mat- 
ters pertaining to heating, light and arrange- 
ment of the rooms and janitor service. 


ARTICLE IV. MEETINGS. 


The regular meetings of the Board shall be | 
Monday of each month, at | 


held on the 





—— P. M., at the Library. 


No committee shall authorize an expense of 
more than $25.00 in any one month without 
having secured the sanction of the Board in 
advance. 


ARTICLE VII. LIBRARIAN. 


The Librarian shall have charge of the 
library and reading room and be responsible 
for the care and preservation of the books 
and other library property. He shall be res- 
ponsible for the courtesy and efficiency of the 
library service ; the accessioning, classifying, 
cataloging and shelving of the books; the 
enforcement of the rules, the accuracy of the 
records, the exact account of moneys received 
by him from fines and other sources, and the 
cleanliness and attractive condition of the 
rooms. 

He shall co-operate with the Book Commit- 


_ tee in recommending books for purchase. 
the Board, and shall make an annual investi- | 


He shall make a monthly report of the 
operations of the library, including additions, 
| circulation, number of borrowers, visitors, 
etc., and shall make ‘such recommendations 
as shall promote the efficiency of the library. 
He shall prepare an annual report showing 
as fully as possible the progress of the library 
during the preceding year, including an inven- 
tory of the books, etc., and shall attend the 
meetings of the Board and assist the Secretary 
in keeping the minutes and accounts. 
He shall discharge such other duties as may 
_ be prescribed by the Board, provided that in 
| the performance of his duties he shall not 
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